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ready for new 
challenges
Trisha Mcculloch —  
from chinook  
crew chief to doctor  
of Physical Therapy
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Time to hit the “reset” button on your career? You’ll find plenty of company. At Armstrong Atlantic State University, 
mid-career adults retooling their skills for a new approach are a growing group of students. Meet a sample of that diverse 
group here: a helicopter mechanic turning physical therapist, an engineer with a call to the classroom, an optometrist eyeing 






























































































The office of Career services is charged with helping students 
decide on their majors, preparing 
graduating students for that first 
job search, assisting alumni in 
the job market and connecting 
employers with applicants and 
interns. to this list, add helping 
midlife career-changers retool for 
a fresh set of challenges.
 “that’s a minority of our 
population, but it is growing,” 
said Liz Wilson, director of career 
services. “they’re from a pretty 
wide range of ages, from the 
late 20s and the 30s up to 60. 
they’re not like the traditional 
student just out of high school, 
because they’re also dealing with 
bills, a mortgage, and a family. 
they have to ask themselves, 
‘how much longer will i use this 
degree?’”
 While this group varies 
widely, one trait they usually share 
is significant work experience, she 
said. these career-changers might 
not need the traditional services 
of her office—mock interviews 
for those who have never applied 
for jobs, for instance—but other 
services are in demand. “We 
could help them find a part-time 
job in their field, we could help 
them obtain an internship or 
volunteer work in their field.”
 many of those who fall 
into the “retooling” category 
are pursuing careers with clearly 
defined degree and certification 
requirements, so their course of 
study is clear from the beginning, 
she pointed out. And because 
of savannah’s location, many 
returning students come from 
the military, seeking either career 
changes or the certification 
required to continue their careers 
as civilians.
 to contact the office of 




































































































































































































































































































































































An anonymous gift comes at a perfect time to continue 
to support the ceramics program 









































































































































1 - Face Jug with Lumpy’s Teeth
2 - Stephen Fekete, U.S. Army Ranger, was 
given leave to take classes at Armstrong
3 - portrait of the late Arthur C. Brannen, 
private collection
4- John Jensen with student in ceramics studio
5 - Raku vase, wheel thrown, carved and raku 
fired, private collection
6 - Portrait of Freddy Olufemi, dancer with the 
Blue Man Group and Alvin Alley Dancers.
meet four Armstrong students who 




























































































































































































































































callinG all ladY PiraTes! 
Save	the	dates	of	February	3	and	4!
As Armstrong celebrates 35 years of Women’s Varsity Athletics,  
we ask you to update your contact information by visiting  
www.armstrong.edu/alumni or calling 912.344.2730.  
Let’s celebrate this milestone together. details to follow.




Thomas R. Swinford ’72 has been a high 
school guidance counselor for 37 years 
working at Calvary Baptist day school 
and Jenkins high school in savannah and 
currently at richmond hill high school in 
richmond hill, ga.
Harry Hunter Jr. ’74, ’75 graduated 
march 12, 2011 from Capella University 
in minneapolis, minn. with a doctor of 
philosophy in industrial/organizational 
psychology. he is director of the michigan 
office of the state employer/employee 
service Program in Lansing and serves 
as adjunct professor at Wayne state 
University’s school of social Work in 
detroit.
Kathleen Huskisson Swinford ’74 has been 
a high school english teacher for 37 years, 
currently teaching advanced 10th grade 
english at south effingham high school in 
guyton, ga.
William Scarborough, ’75, ’77 has 
successfully completed the certified 
valuation analyst (CVA) professional 
examination. he also has the following 
professional designations: certified public 
accountant, certified management 
accountant, certified fraud examiner and 
certified internal auditor. he received a 
master’s of professional accountancy and 
a master’s of taxation from georgia state 
University and is employed as an associate 
chief accountant in the enforcement 
division of the securities and exchange 
Commission.
Eugenia D. Stevens-Cheatham ’77 worked 
in the U.s. courts as a deputy clerk in 
Augusta, ga., and newport news, Va., 
before moving to salinas, Calif., where 
she was a counselor/corrections officer 
at soledad Prison. in san Jose, Calif., she 
worked as a security manager before 
moving to richmond, Va., where she 
served as executive secretary for the 
department of Corrections Parole Board. 
she was also employed at iBm in various 
capacities before earning a master’s degree 
in educational administration at Pensacola 
Christian College. she has spent the past 
10 years as a middle school teacher. she 
has a son who lives in savannah and 
two daughters, one who graduated from 
savannah state University in 2011 and 
another who attends Liberty University.
Chris Troedson ’79 is married to sandy 
seidl of savannah. they are celebrating 
their 40th anniversary in 2011 and have 
five children and five grandchildren. After 
graduating from Armstrong, Chris was 
commissioned in the U.s. navy and retired 
as a lieutenant commander in 1998. since 
then, he has served as a florida state Law 
enforcement officer in the department of 
environmental Protection/Bureau of Park 
Police.
’80s
Stephen R. Bradshaw ’86 visited Armstrong 
in April 2011 to host a book signing and 
lecture for his book, Dear Diane: Letters 
from the First Gulf War (night flight Press, 
2010).
’90s
Randall D. Ball ’95 is a teacher and head 
of the english department at the American 
international school in Abu dhabi, United 
Arab emirates. his second daughter, talula 
meunier Ball was born october 12, 2010 in 
Abu dhabi.
Charles Watson Smith Jr. ’99 received his 
ed.d. in educational administration from 
georgia southern University in may. he 
served as adjunct instructor in Armstrong’s 
College of education from 2004 until 2009.
’00s
Merilee J. Cox ’01, ’04 and her husband 
steven celebrated their 12th anniversary 
in november 2010. they have 3 children, 
susanna, 8, Aiden, 6, and Connor, 2. 
merilee is a trainer and instruction manager 
with the new teacher Project that works 
with the georgia teaching fellows program 
to recruit, train, and prepare teachers for 
certification in high-needs schools in the 
savannah-Chatham County Public school 
system.
Stephen P. Gontz ’04 worked for the geo 
group, inc. as a captain at a prison in 
southwest Louisiana. he earned a master’s 
of forensic science from national University 
and served in iraq in 2008 as a military 
police officer with the Louisiana national 
guard. in fall 2011, he started a new career, 
teaching criminal justice at Central Louisiana 
technical College in oakdale. he is married 
and has three children: nicole, 16, Brittany, 
13, and Logan, 10.
ALUmni Connections
Julie gerbsch














Darcey C. Krug 
’05 has joined 
mercuri Urval as a 
business consultant. 
Previously, she 
worked in the 
financial services 
industry and in 
medical equipment 
sales. she has 
experience in 
business strategy, 
recruitment and selection, executive 
coaching, management team 
development, capability review and 
organizational change.
indya l. Graham ’06 is a recreation 
coordinator and truly enjoys what she 
does. she credits her Armstrong degree 
in health sciences for giving her a great 
professional opportunity. 
Monique l. Mcintosh ’08 graduated 
from Albany state in June 2011 with 
an education specialist degree in 
educational leadership.
Ronessa M. Strickland-Roberts ’08 
works for the orange County health 
department in orlando, fla. she 
coordinates the replication, planning 
and activities of the Centers for disease 
Control and Prevention’s behavioral 
intervention program which targets 
young African American females. she is 
a former health science instructor and 
prevention manager for a community-
based organization and has started her 
own nonprofit organization, inspiration 
and Change, inc. she earned a master’s 
in public health in 2010 from Walden 
University and is currently working on 
her doctorate in public health with a 
specialization in epidemiology.
engagements
anna Mach ’09 to wed Blair S. Walker 
’09 on march 31, 2012. 
Katie M. Nichols ’08 to wed 
Christopher M. Murray ’08 on 
november 12, 2011.
lauren a. Ryle ’10 to wed gregory Jack 
Coleman in April 2012.
Carolyn a. Sutlive ’11 to wed William 
strawn godfrey.
in memoriam 
Jeanne Hipson Bedinger ’39*, 
August 7, 2010
William O. Miller ’39*, february 10, 2011
Judge David R. Elmore, Sr., ’40*, 
July 27, 2011. he was past president of the 
Armstrong Alumni Association.
Nancy Cole Nash ’40*, march 31, 2011
Marjorie a. Mosley ’41*, 
september 15, 2011
Richard Donald Peveler ’41*, June 3, 2011
Mary foy Space ’44*, may 25, 2011
francis (frank) Joseph finocchiaro ’46*, 
march 11, 2011
Elizabeth “Betty” Jane Kuhlke, ’48*, 
July 18, 2011
Harris Slotin ’48*, may 21, 2011
John Dominick Porzio iii ’52*, march 2, 
2011
Sarah louise Wade ’52, August 31, 2011
Major James J. Kehoe Jr., Ph.D., ’54, 
April 15, 2011
Martha Bishop Coolidge ‘68, october 16, 
2011
James Ross Hartman ’68, August 14, 2011
Mercedes Kenney Trudell ’70, June 15, 2011
Mattie louis Ellis Chavis ’73, July 1, 2011
James Edward Estes Jr. ’75, february 23, 
2011
Patty M. Hahn ’76, march 13, 2011
Dr. Sandra Helen Missroon ’76, 
August 19, 2011
Marguerite Teeple Barbour Brass ’80, 
April 30, 2011
Jennifer Roberson Mcintyre ’80, ’85, 
may 9, 2011. she was a 2000 inductee 
to the Armstrong Athletic hall of fame 
(softball).
Sharon W. Kemper ’82, ’87, february 3, 
2011
Rev. Erwin “Bubba” Keith Perdue Sr. ’88, 
July 12, 2011
Verlonna Jewel (Belcher) lowe, ’03, ’10, 
August 28, 2011
Deann Drake Neal ’04, April 1, 2011
Gregory W. Oliver ’04, April 16, 2011
Edgar l. Bolin, Jr., attendee (1948-1952) 
June 22, 2011.
Martha Surber aliffi, attendee (1965-1980) 
July 16, 2011
Susan Strobhar Dulany, attendee (1974-
1975) february 20, 2011
francis (frank) i. Barry, economics teacher at 
Armstrong state College, August 13, 2011
Joyce (laTrelle) Sharp Rogers, retired and 
recipient of the 2000 staff member of Year 
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let us hear from you
if you would like to comment on anything  
you read in Armstrong magazine, 
or if you have ideas  
for future stories, please email  
francisco.duque@armstrong.edu.
to recommend a student for  
admission to Armstrong,  
send a note to the office of Admissions  
at adm-info@armstrong.edu.
for questions about admissions  
or to request an application,  











76 years of Armstrong     76 years of public support
1,000s of changed lives
